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Introduction for the Iranian Rsader of

THE LOGIC OF SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY

As described by the translator, Mr. S.H. Ksmaly, this book, The Logic
of Scientific Discovery, was written 33 ysars ago. It is s compressed
version of what it was originslly intended to be. Howaver, it appeare
that msny readers (but not all) have read it with enjoyment and have
lsarned somsthing from it. I belisve that these were readers who read
tha book slowly: it is not a book to be rsad through quickly.

The book tries to sxplain how we can learn from sxperience. At the
seme time it stresses that we do not learn from experience by msking ob-
servations repestedly: the repetitions play mo role compared with the thiskiag.
Bverything depands on our active thinking about the world. We constaatly
try to interpret, in thought, our sxperiences. VUe try to understaad them.
Ons could put it in the following wey: we lears meinly with the hlep of
our brain. Our eyes and sars are importaat, but mainly for correcting snd
eliminating falee ideas, proposed by our brain, by our thought.



ol st ks @ P

All this is & severe correction to ths usual view that we lesrn, more
or less passivaly, by letting impressions stream into us and allowing them
to be digested by our brain. This, I believe, is s mistaken picture. We
are always active, not passive, even in the formation of our perceptioms.
Bvery perception coutains hypotheses. If I see & cheir, I hypothesize that
it can be used to sit on it. The hypothesis may be mistaken and the chair
may break down vhen anyone tries to sit om it. Clearly the hypothesis went
far beyond what our ssnses could tell us.

This is & new view, not only of scienca but of life and of the evolution
of living things. All living things are slways active; thay try to amticipata
what will happen in their enviromment and to solve the problems that face
them when their anticipations have been wrong. I belisve that this wsy
of looking at life and at the evolution of 1life is hopeful and encouraging
and allows ws to look at the future with the eyes of active nl roofon-ibh
prmdnuyuulnthmblmhmh.uy:ht:hhﬁinvﬂl
be better for all mankind.

Kenley, 8 December 1989. Karl Popper
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